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Art. XXV.— St. George's Hospital Reports. Edited by Thomas Till- 

yer Whipham, M.B., F.R.C.P., and Thomas Pickering Pick, 

F.R.C.S. Vol. X. 1879. 8vo. pp. xiv. 062. London: J. & A. 
Churchill, 1880. 

This volume contains the usual reports of the various departments of 
the hospital, some clinical lectures, a memoir of the late Thomas Tatum, 
F.R.C.S., and eight original articles. The last occupy one hundred 
and forty pages. It will be more satisfactory to notice first the reports 
and papers of a medical character, then those having a surgical bearing. 

The Report of the Medical Registrar , by Dr. Owen, containing one hun¬ 
dred and twenty pages, is very elaborate, and is remarkable in having ap¬ 
pended an index of its contents. lie gives tabulated histories of instances 
of general tuberculosis, aneurism, cerebral hemorrhage, heart disease, and 
granular kidney, in which autopsies were obtained. These greatly en¬ 
hance the value of the paper. There are also similar analytical tables of 
the typhoid fever, chorea, and pneumonia patients. These all show much 
labor in preparation, but it is to be regretted that the author did not see 
fit to give the deductions and generalizations to be drawn from the various 
series. Two striking features in the typhoid table are the frequent pres¬ 
ence of albuminuria, which would often be found in other hospitals if 
more carefully looked for, and the large, amounts of alcohol used in the 
treatment. Twenty-two and thirty-three ounces of brandy a day seem 
large amounts for even a case of typhoid. However, as the patients who 
received these quantities recovered, we can only complain of the ex¬ 
pensiveness of the cure. There are seven cases of diabetes mellitus 
spoken of, but in none was there used nitrate of uranium, which, in one 
case (that of Dr. H. A. Wilson, Medical Bulletin , Phiia. March, 1880), 
within our knowledge, seemed to be of great efficacy. An instance of so- 
called diabetes insipidus in which a trace of sugar was found, was treated, 
rather ineffectually, by iodide of potassium during ten weeks. The use of 
ergot in this disease has been attended with sufficient benefit to warrant 
its use in all cases. An interesting instance of paracentesis of the peri¬ 
cardium is referred to, but. no details are given, except that the man, 
aged sixty-three years, was temporarily relieved and died ten days subse¬ 
quent to the operation. A more general adoption of this operation wall 
doubtless follow the repeated successes that are found to accompany its 
performance. An interesting case of aneurism of the anterior communi¬ 
cating artery of the brain is recorded, which should have been studied 
with special reference to cerebral localization. 

The Reports of the Post-Mortem Department for 1878 and 1879 by the 
curator, Dr. William Ewart, are models of accuracy and full of scien¬ 
tific value. They give statistics of the eases of death, and in many in¬ 
stances furnish the clinical history of the patient as well as the post¬ 
mortem appearances. This work is better done than in the average 
American hospital. The number of autopsies obtained was very great. In 
1878 there were three hundred and eighty deaths, of which three hundred 
and seventeen were examined, while in 1879 there occurred three hundred 
and sixty-one deaths, in which two hundred and ninety-six post-mortem 
examinations were made. The classification adopted by the author ena¬ 
bles the reader to find with ease the notes of any special disease. Some 
might take exception perhaps to the position of diabetes, which is placed 
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under diseases of the urinary organs. Many interesting cases are re¬ 
corded, a few of which only can be mentioned in this connection. An 
instance of fatal diphtheritic paralysis will be found on page 250 ; and 
under cardiac affections are noted a case of syphilitic deposits in the 
heart, and a curious case of angina pectoris apparently depending on a 
torn aortic valve falling against and shutting the orifice of the left coro¬ 
nary artery (p. 2G4). Other rare conditions are fatal intestinal perfora¬ 
tion due to typical albuminuric ulceration (p. 275), abscess behind the 
peritoneum following fracture of the rib, which had caused puncture of 
the ascending colon, and probably of the pelvis of the kidney (p. 248), 
and inflamed dermoid cyst of the cerebellar membranes communicating 
with a subtegumentary abscess by a normal venous orifice through the 
skull (p. 288). An instructive account of the case of pericardial tap¬ 
ping, briefly mentioned in the Medical Registrar’s Report (p. 91), is given 
on page 313. 

The Report of the Obstetrical Department , by Mr. Gf.o. Walker, should 
perhaps be called that of the gynaecological department, since it deals with 
ovarian, uterine, and vulvar affections, and not with pregnancy and labour. 
Of the three ovariotomies recorded, which were all done antiseptically, 
two were fatal. In one of the cases, colloid material was found in the 
peritoneal sac, due to the previous rupture of one of the cysts. A table 
of twenty-eight cases of bilateral incision for the relief of dysmenorrhoea 
and other conditions, supposed to be due to stenosis of the external mouth 
of the uterus, is given. The results are believed by the author to have 
been satisfactory in most cases. 

The Notes from the Department for the Treatment of Diseases of the 
Throat, by Dr. T. Whipham, consist principally of elaborate tables of the 
cases transferred to the author for the purposes of clinical instruction. 
The cases of laryngitis from inhalation of dust, from the abuse of alcohol 
as a beverage, and from unhealthy occupations, are especially instructive. 
The instances of laryngeal phthisis are numerous, but in no case, I believe, 
was tracheotomy resorted to as a method of treatment. This operation has 
recently been quite earnestly advocated as a means of relief by giving rest 
to the larynx. Tonics, benzoin inhalations, and rhatany lozenges are evi¬ 
dently favourite remedies with the author for the various forms of inflam¬ 
mation of the larynx. All these reports would be much more valuable if 
there was an attempt at generalization in them. The bare record of 
cases is of little value to the general profession, and of not much interest 
to the staff of the hospital itself. 

The first medical paper, which is not a mere report of one of the 
departments of the institution, is that entitled An Epitome of Fifty Cases 
of Ichthyosis, by George Gaskoin. This contains complete notes of 
each patient, and is a continuation of the fifty other cases reported in the 
preceding volume. The author has evidently had in a few years past an 
extensive opportunity of treating this intractable disease, or deformity as 
some term it, but does not seem to have had much better success in its 
management than usual. It is recognized by all as being susceptible 
merely of temporary relief rather than of cure. He found it to occur 
about equally in the two sexes, which differs from the experience of some 
writers who attribute it especially to men. His elaborate study of family 
histories is interesting ; he states that his cases were in one-half the in¬ 
stances hereditary. It is generally considered a congenital affection, but 
this is not, in his opinion, invariably so ; and he supports his belief by cases 
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in point. The discussion of diagnosis and treatment differs little from that 
found in the ordinary text-books, except perhaps in the statement that too 
much washing of the skin may be indulged in as a means of relief. Some 
cases of the disease do not bear frequent applications of water and too 
much bathing sometimes tends to aggravate the condition. 

Mr. Howard Barrett contributes a good paper, on Some Coses of 
Tubercular Meningitis, in which he refers to the anomalous clinical history 
of many cases of this form of intra-cranial inflammation. Three cases 
were members of one family, and the remaining two were brothers belong¬ 
ing to another family. In one instance the patient, a girl of twenty-one 
years, died suddenly with unusual symptoms, and tubercular meningitis of 
the vertex and base was found. The greater extent of inflammation was 
situated in the former region, which makes the case a remarkable one. 

The treatment believed to be best was belladonna and iodide of potas¬ 
sium in full doses, with brandy and a simple diet such as milk, cream, and 
bread. In the opinion of the author the disease may exist without tuber¬ 
cles being actually found at the autopsy. In this he has the support of 
many authorities, both English and American. The article is written in 
a scientific, logical manner, and the analysis of cases is excellent. The 
criticism to be made is the undue length and minuteness of the clinical 
notes. 

The most valuable of all the medical papers is that on Herpes Gesta- 
tionis, by Mr. Wvndiiam Cottle. He reports a case of this rare disease 
occurring under his own observation, and also one observed by l)rs. Weaver 
and Hilton Fagge; and then, giving a brief review of the literature of 
the subject, finishes his masterly article with a page devoted to the conclu¬ 
sions founded on a study of all the recorded cases he has been able to 
collect. The author shows himself to be keenly sensible of the require¬ 
ments of a good medical essay, and has committed but one error—the 
burying of his work in a volume of hospital reports instead of giving it 
the currency which it would have obtained in one of the prominent medical 
journals. The article should he read by every one interested in derma¬ 
tology, and by all those who enjoy good medical writing. 

Wi i.liam Bruorton contributes it short account of a Case <f Trismus 
Infantum, which was apparently cured through the agency of from one to 
one and a quarter grain doses of chloral every two hours. This drug is 
now pretty generally recognized as an agent which gives quite frequently 
good results in this intractable affection. 

The last two articles are by J. II e wet son Bertot.acci, on subjects 
pertaining to diabetes mellitus. One describes a Modified Method of 
Qiiantitative.li/ Estimating Diabetic Sugar by Feh/ing’s Volumetric Solu¬ 
tion, and concludes with the Description of a New Urine-meter; the other 
gives the Notes of a Case of Diabetes Especially Illustrating the Effects of 
Codeia, Carbolic Acid, and Salicylic Acid. The modified method is pre¬ 
ferable to the ordinary plan of dropping the diluted urine from the burette 
into the hot copper solution, because it gives, as the indication of comple¬ 
tion, a contrast of colour rather than a fading of colour. The diluted urine 
is heated, and the Fehling allowed to drop from the burette into the hot 
urine. This enables the experimenter to tell with more nicety the moment 
when the sugar has reduced the cupric oxide, and shortens the calcula¬ 
tions requisite to determine the amount of sugar per ounce. Any who 
have laboured through these analyses amid the busy w r ork of a hospital will 
appreciate the advantages claimed for the modified process. 
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The new urine-meter is not a urinometer to determine specific gravities, 
but a graduated vessel with ingenious accessories io measure accurately, 
rapidly, and in a cleanly way the amount of' secretion passed by the patient 
during the day and night. 

The case reported as treated by codeia, carbolic acid, and salicylic acid, 
during different periods, is instructive as showing the ineflicacy of these 
agents as therapeutic agents; and remarkable in that carbolic acid, given 
during thirty-three days in increasing doses until nineteen grains three 
times daily were taken, did not produced distinct toxic effects. The urine 
on several occasions became a little dark, but no symptoms of annoyance 
supervened until, just before the drug was omitted, colicky pain was ex¬ 
perienced. 

We will now notice the surgical portion of this volume. The Report 
of the Surgical Registrar , bv William II. Bennett, F.R.C.S., shows 
that the mortality during 1879 in the surgical wards was 0.37 per cent., 
including seventeen deaths that occurred within twenty-four hours after 
admission. These immediate deaths should hardly be included, as they 
were most probably cases that died from the severity of injury without 
reference to the hospital or treatment. The paper gives records of the 
usual run of surgical cases, and concludes with tables of cases of ampu¬ 
tation, compound fractures, lithotomy, strangulated hernia, and various 
operations. These tables and similar ones throughout the volume would 
be more convenient for reference, if a head line stating the nature of the 
cases tabulated were put upon every page instead of only at the beginning 
of the list. When the tables include many pages it is difficult to find the 
special class desired, since the heading is given but once. Interesting 
histories are found scattered through this report; for example on pages 
157-1(13, four aneurisms of the lower extremity treated by ligature are 
reported. In three of these gangrene necessitating amputation occurred, 
but it must be admitted that the cases were not simple ones. An instance 
of cerebellar abscess following inflammation of the mastoid cells is men¬ 
tioned, but no reason given for the non-performance of drilling the mastoid 
process. The patient appears to have been admitted late in the disease. 

The Reports of the Ophthalmic Department , and of the Ophthalmic 
Out-Patient Practice for 1879 are written by Mr. Macdonald MTIakdy, 
and are replete with statistics. To the uninitiated general practitioner it 
would seem that the ophthalmic department of this hospital should be 
called the “ Iridectomy Department,” for certainly this operation is a de¬ 
cided favourite there. The lists, if no mistake is made by the writer in 
counting, include 85 iridectomies for therapeutic and optical reasons, and 28 
in the various cataract operations ; making in all 113 iridectomies among 
204 patients in the wards. This seems, even to one who has seen a good deal 
of private and hospital eye work, a large proportion, even if each patient 
possessed (on admission) two eyes. The importance of this operation should 
not however be underestimated, for it is certainly a measure of great 
value; and its use in many affections is undoubtedly imperatively de¬ 
manded. Might it not have been avoided, however, in some of the cases 
mentioned as so treated in the Report? They were instances of staphy¬ 
loma, kerato-conus, corneal nicer, hypopyon, keratitis, both vascular and 
interstitial, corneal opacities, kerato-iritis, irido-kerato-cyclilis, iritis, and 
cataract. Extraction of cataract was frequently done by the downward 
incision, which is bad surgery, especially if associated with iridectomy, as 
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it frequently was. The frequency of secondary operations after extraction 
is unsatisfactory. Pilocarpine, in the local treatment of corneal ulcers, 
was frequently employed, with, it may be inferred, good results. One case 
of keratoconus was greatly improved by trephining the cornea. In the 
out-patient department nothing requiring special notice is recorded. 

The Report of the Orthopcedic Department, by Mr. Warrington Harv¬ 
ard, contains some interesting facts in regard to the frequency of certain 
deformities. Sixty-five percent, of the, cases of flat-foot occurred between 
the ages of 15 and 20 years; sixty-four per cent, of the instances of spon¬ 
taneous lateral curvature of the spine were between the ages of 15 and 20 
years; seventy-four per cent, of the knock-knee cases were in children 
of between 3 and 5 years, and most of them showed other signs of rickets. 
There are recorded two cases of osteotomy for knock-knee, in neither of 
which did constitutional or local disturbance of any importance occur. In 
a case of antero-posterior curvature of the two tibia-, perfectly satisfactory 
results were obtained by removing a wedge of bone. 

The Reports of the Aural and Dental Departments, by Mr. Daluy 
and Mr. Winteruottom respectively, present nothing of great interest. 
In the latter it is stated that of the 1922 patients treated, ninety-three per 
cent, underwent extraction; hence nothing very remarkable, in a surgical 
view, is to be expected. Some cases of alveolar abscess, neuralgia, etc., 
are recorded. Two instances of hemorrhage, after removal of teeth, are 
reported as treated by lint steeped in perchloride of iron. How much better, 
as a rule, is pressure, easily applied by pushing a small cork into the 
socket, and bandaging the jaws together! .Surgeons and dentists are long 
in learning that pressure is better than all styptics, because more effective 
and less deceptive. 

Under the title of Clinical Lectures delivered at St. George’s Hospital, Mr. 
T. Holmes gives three papers, full of interest and instruction, and written 
with the greatest surgical acumen. The first is an account of a case of 
ilio-femoral aneurism, in which the iliac artery was tied with an animal 
ligature made from the aorta of the ox, after failure of compression, and 
while gangrene of the leg and foot was in progress. Mr. Holmes is well 
known as a writer upon aneurism, and displays his erudition in the present 
article. He thinks the superior safety of compression, in comparison with 
ligation, has been greatly exaggerated. His remarks on the points of 
pathology and treatment, suggested by this remarkable case, are worthy of 
great attention. 

The second paper gives the history of an attempt to obtain osseous 
union of a refractured patella that had previously been united by liga¬ 
mentous tissue. Incision was made with antiseptic precautions, and 
sutures introduced through the fragments. The patient nearly died from 
the suppurative inflammation that occurred; which, in Mr. Holmes’s 
opinion, shows that, even with antiseptics, the operation is attended with too 
much risk to be generally adopted. Finally, he details a successful sub¬ 
periosteal resection of the tibia, in which about eight inches of the bone 
w-ere removed. The ankle-joint was involved in the inflammatory bone 
disease at the time of operation, but, notwithstanding this complication, 
the patient did well, and recovered with but an inch and a half shortening. 
These three elaborate papers are improperly, it is thought, called clinics, 
because they have apparently been w'ritten expressly for publication. 
Certainly, they are very different from the many clinics heard by the pre¬ 
sent writer during several visits to London. English clinical lectures on 
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surgery are far inferior to American clinics, while these papers, or so-called 
lectures, certainly surpass in diction, analysis, and erudition the surgical 
clinics of the leading American hospitals. 

T. Pickering Pick follows Mr. Holmes’s lead by contributing a 
Clinical Lecture on the Treatment of Wounds after Amputation during 
the last Twenty-five Years. His conversational style is very attractive, 
and induces one to read every paragraph of his admirable account of the 
development of the present system of treating amputations with catgut 
ligatures, drainage-tubes, antiseptics, and wire sutures. The old-fashioned 
method of dressing such wounds with silk ligatures and sutures, with adhe¬ 
sive strips, and with tight bandages to prevent retraction and to shut in 
the putrid and irritating discharges, is quite justly accused of being the 
cause of much surgical fever and pyaemia. He believes in the advance 
made by Lister’s researches, but states that, with all precautions carefully 
taken, the antiseptic method will at times fail. His results in excision 
of joints among children have been very different, and highly satisfactory 
since the adoption of the antiseptic plan of operating and dressing. He 
makes the following pertinent observations regarding Lister’s dressings : 
“When, for instance, we remove our first dressings at the end of three or 
four days, we find, it is true, the edges of the wound in apposition, and 
looking, as we term it, perfectly quiet; but that is all. There is no 
attempt at union ; there is no pouring out of what we used to call plastic 
lymph; there is no appearance of that little line of redness along the 
margin of the sore which indicates the inflammation necessary for the 
healing process; so that in fact, if we were to remove the sutures, the 
edges would fall apart.” This, he says, evinces an absence of vitality and 
a sluggishness about the wound. lie claims, however, that the antiseptic 
dressing promotes healthy suppuration-—that is to say, prevents decompo¬ 
sition of' pus. The paper is a calm, unbiassed expression of opinion of a 
thoughtful observer, who does not cling to the traditions of the elders, but 
thinks for himself. 

The next article, Observations on Certain Eruptions of the Shin 
which occur after recent Operations and Injuries , by Edward C. Stir¬ 
ling, is really a monograph on a subject that has received but little 
attention. It occupies fifty-five pages, and stamps the author as a care¬ 
ful investigator, an earnest worker, and a judicious writer. Medicinal 
eruptions have recently been carefully studied by Van Harlingen and 
others; and here is to be found a dissertation on surgical eruptions that 
forms a good companion to the investigations mentioned. The author 
first gives the literature and views of many writers who have reported 
cases of eruption similar to scarlatina occurring after operations. Paget’s, 
Marsh’s, and Smith’s cases are frequently alluded to, in addition to many 
others which he himself has collected. He then analyzes a table of cases ; 
discussing the age, mortality, and condition of wounds, in connection with 
the scarlatinous rash. The eruption lie considers analogous to the similar 
cutaneous symptoms presented at times during the puerperal condition. 
The only case of the kind recollected by the reviewer is that of a man 
suffering with compound fracture of the femur, who had a brilliant red 
eruption during the course of the treatment for the injury. The notes of 
the case are not at present accessible, but the similarity to scarlatina and 
the absence of an endemic among the other patients in the ward were at 
the time subjects of great interest. Mr. Stirling relates a somewhat simi¬ 
lar case recorded by Trelat. The paper is too long to have full justice 
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done it in this short notice, but the author’s conclusions are important. 
He asserts :— 

“ That the rash and febrile symptoms which occur frequently as the immediate 
sequel of an operation are often those of scarlet fever; that the fever is, in some 
way as yet undetermined, dependent on the presence of the wound; and that 
when scarlet fever occurs under these circumstances, it undergoes certain devia¬ 
tions from the normal type of this disease” (p. 550). He says also that “ there 
is evidence to show that there occurs sometimes after wounds and injuries what 
may be called a simple surgical erythema, often closely resembling the rash of 
scarlet fever, but independent of any connection with that disease ; and that 
other eruptions of different type may similarly occur under like circumstances.” 

The last surgical paper in the volume is that of John H. Morgan, 
entitled Some. Remarks on the Diagnosis of Hip-joint Disease. He calls 
attention to the wasting of the muscles of the affected limb as a diagnostic 
feature; and also lays stress on the pain felt when the surgeon attempts 
to abduct the thigh. This rigidity of the adductors and pectineus is not 
sufficiently insisted upon by most writers, but is, in our opinion, a very 
definite and early diagnostic point. The author seems to believe it always 
present, and states that next to these muscles those flexing the hip are 
most prone to become rigid. Hence, painful abduction and painful ex¬ 
treme extension are important signs of incipient ccxalgia. Persistent 
elevation and obliquity of the pelvis, when llie patient is recumbent, is 
possibly due, in his opinion, to reflex nerve irritation, causing spasm and 
rigidity of the iliac portions of the erector spinas and quadratus lumborum 
muscles. Some indications for the differential diagnosis between coxalgia, 
rheumatism, and psoas rigidity, due to caries of the vertebrae, are also 
given by the author. A number of illustrative histories are added. 

On the whole, this volume of Reports is good, because the great excel¬ 
lence of four or five papers atones for much that, in a scientific point of 
view, is decidedly inferior. Tables of cases are of little value to the pro¬ 
fession unless analyzed by the compiler, and yet hospital reports are often 
filled with them. They add much to the expense of publication, and 
serve only as padding, unless judiciously discussed by those who had 
charge of the cases, and who arc thus enabled to judge of the relative 
importance of the facts tabulated. J. B. R. 


Art. XXVI_ The Bacteria. By Ur. Antoine Magnin, Licentiate 

of Natural Sciences, Chief of the Practical Labours in Natural History 
to the Faculty of Medicine of Lyons, etc. Translated by George M. 
Stekxiieug, M.D., Surgeon U. S. Army. 12mo. pp. 227. Boston: 
Little, Brown & Co., 1880. 

In pursuing his valuable researches under the direction of our National 
Board of Health, Dr. Sternberg derived, as lie tells us, so much assistance 
from Dr. Magnin’s admirable resume of our knowledge in regard to the 
bacteria, that he was led to translate the entire work, for the benefit of his 
American co-workers, and also for the much larger number of physicians 
and scientists, who, without being themselves original investigators, take a 
profound and constant interest in every fact which contributes to elucidate 
those great medical and hygienic questions depending upon the germ 
theory of disease. 



